Declaration to the Sheriffs and City 


of LonvDdonx, January 17. 
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I ERuſty and Welbeloved , We greet you well: 

wa VC rcccived lately a Petition from the Al- 

T VR qdermen and Common-Councell ef Our 
BSE City of LONDON, by the hands of 
ow Perſons intruſted by them for the delive- 
ry, who. found ſuch a reception from Us, as well 
manifeſted Our regard to that body which ſent them , 
though We well knew by whom that Petition was fra; 
med, and where peruſed and examined, before it was ap- 
proved by thoſe from whom it ſcemed to be ſent, yet We 
were ſo willing tc enter into a correſpondence with that, 
Our City, and to receive any rcdrefſce and application 
from them, according to that Invitation We had given by 
Our late Proclamation; and were ſo glad to find thi: chere 
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 ) ; 
was yet ſome hopes they would looke to the Peace and 
happineſſe of that City, and at laſt ſever themſelves from 
any FaRton or dependance, which might inſenſibly in- 
volve them in thole Calamities they did not foreſee, that 
We returned ſuch a $racious Anſwer therennto, ſo full of 
Cindor arid Aﬀection , that the meafieſt Iihabitant of 
that Our City, if he carcfully conſider the ſame , will 
find himſelte concerned in it , and that We have had an e- 
{pectall care of his particular. With this Anſwer of Ours. 
we have ſent a ſervant of our own, in the company of thoſe 
who had bcen ſo well uſed here, to- require- and ſee that. 
it might be communicated to the whole body of that Our 
City,not dovbting but that both it and the Bringer ſhould 
receive ſuch Entertainment there, as might manifeſt their 
due regard of Us,and of our affeRtion to them: Bur to Our 
great wonder, We find thar after ten dayes Attendance , 
and ſuffering ridiculous Pamphlets tro be publiſhed in 
Our name, as if We retracted Our former Reſolutions, 
(which Pamphlert We have cauted to be burned by the: 
hand of the Hangman, as We alſo require you to fee done); 
inſtead of that admiſſion We' expected ro Our Meſſenger: 
and Meſſage, guards of armed men have beene brought 
to keep Our good Subjeats, ro whom that Our Anſwer 
was direced, from being preſent at the reading thereof ; 
and Speeches haye beene made by Strangers ( who have 
| beene admitted the Ciry Councells, contrary to- rhe' 
Freedome and Cuſtome of thoſe meetimgs,) ro Blaſt Our 
faid Anſwer, and ro- Diſhonour and Slander Us, which if 
Our good Subject; there ſhall ſuffer, We ſhall be much 
diſcouraged in Our defired correſpondence with that Our 
City, and ſo by the cunning and power of thoſe Incendi- 
aries mentioned in Our Anſwer (Alderman Pennmzton) 
(whoto ſhow his great Loyalty to Us, and his fitnefle fy 
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| be che chief Magiſtrate of ſucha City, being informed 
chat a deſperate perſon there , ſaid, that he hoped ſhortly 
to waſh his hands in Our bloud, retuſed to fend any War- 
rant, or togiveany direction to any Officer for his Ap- 
prehenfion ,) Yen, Foulke , and Manwaring) who have 
plunged that Our City into ſuch unſpeakable Calami- 
ries, in which they would ſti!l keepit ro cure their owne 
deſperate condition, Our good Subjes:there are not ſuf- 
fered to receive Our gracious Anſwer to that Petition , 
We have therefore thought-fit to write theſe Our Letters 
to you, requning you the Sheriffs of Our faid City , to 
take care for the-publiſhing that Our Anſwer (which We 
herewitn ſend you) ro Our good Subjects of that Our 
Ciry ; And Our pleaſure is, That you the Maſters and 
Wardens of the ſeverall Companies of Our faid City 
forthwith fummon all the Members of your ſeverall 
Companies, with all rhe Freemen and Apprentifes (whoſe 
hopes and interefts are ſo much blaſted in theſe generall 
Diſtra&ions)) belonging thereunto, to appeare at yonr 
{everall Halls, where: yon ſhall cauſe Our faid Anſwer, 
together with theſe: Our Letters, to be: publiquely read, 
that” all Our good SubjeRts may cleerly underſtand. how 
farre We have been from begetting , how farre We are 
from continuing or nouriſhing theſe unnaturall civill quſ- 
centions , and how much 1ti1s. 1nitheir own power:ro re- 
move the. preſent prefſures,, .and to eſtabliſh, the. future 
happineſſeand glory of that famous: City , and'may ſer1- 
auſly weigh every part of that Our Anfwer, as well that 
which carries caution in1t for the future, as pardon ior 
whart 1s paſt; foraflyre vour felres5for the time ro come, 
We ſhall proceed withall ſeveriry againſt {ſuch who! ſhall 
incurre the penalty of the Law inthoſe points, of which: 
We have. given them ſo-fair awarning in Our ſaid An- 
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ſer, and whoſoever ſhall not behave himſelfe like ag00d 
Subject in this-Our Kingdome, ſhall nor (if We can helpe 
1t) receive the bencht and advantage'of .being Our Sub-: 
jectin any -other , but all Forraigne Princes ſhall know, 
that as ſuch Perſon hath parted with his Loyaity to Us , 


{o he muſt nor hope for any Security by Us, and: to thar 


purpoſe We ſhall henceforward have a very inquiſitive 


Eye upon the Actions of all Our Subjects , that ſome cx- 


ample may be made, how ealy it is for Us to puniſh their 


difloyalties abroad , who fora time may avoyd Our Ju- 


ſice at home.'Andto the end that none of Our good Sub- 
jets of that "Our City may thinke themſelves bound to 


obey any of the: Orders or Commands of the pretended 
Lord Major ( whom We have and de {till accuſe of high 


Treaſon,&conſpiring to take Our Life from Us,)Ir is well 


knowne to thofe Citizens who underſtand the Charter 
of that City (lo amply granted by Our Royall Progeni- 
tors,and ſo graciouſly confirmed by Us. and of which We 
p:cſume Our good Subjects there d-e ſtill defire to re- 
ceive the bencfir,) that the ſaid Iſaac Pennington was ne- 


ver regularly ele&ed, or lawfully admitted to the Lord: 


Major of that Our City, that in truth Alderman Cord- 


well , was by the pluralicy of voyces choſen ,-and that 
this Man was never preſented to, oradmitted by Us, in 


ſuch manner as is preſcribed by their ſaid Charter, neither 


had that Judge, who preſumed to ſweare him, any more 
colour of Law or Authority to adminiſter ſuch an Oarh 
to him:, then he hath ro do the ſame to morrow to any: 


other Atderman' of the City: And Wee doc therfore 


ny Declare the {aid Iſaack Pennington not to be Ma- 


jor-of that Our City of London, and ro have no lawfull 
Authority to exerciſe the ſame , and that Our good Sub- 
jects oftharOur City, oughtast to ſubmir to oak 
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